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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants : 



Osamu KOBAYASHI et al 



Serial No. : 



New 



Filing Date 



December 18, 2 0 01 



For: 



LIP-TYPE HIGH PRESSURE SEAL 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 2 0231 



Sir: 



Prior to initial examination, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please insert the following sentence on line 1, immediately 
following the title: 

--This is a nationalization of PCT/JP00/03859 , filed June 
14, 2 0 01 and published in Japanese . - - 



Please amend claims 4-11 and 14-16 as follows: 

4. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1, wherein said 
dealing lip is made of polyamide. 



IN THE CLAIMS 



5. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1, wherein said 
sealing lip is made of a polymer material selected from the group 
consisting of polyvinyl idene fluoride, polyvinyl chloride, poly- 
chlorotrif luoroethylene, and polyvinyl alcohol. 

6. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1, wherein said 
low friction lining is made of polytetra- f luoroethylene . 

7. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1, wherein said 
polymer material forming the sealing lip has a high modulus of 
elasticity. 

8. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1, wherein said 
low friction lining covers only a part of said sealing lip which is 
brought into contact with a shaft to be sealed. 

9. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1, wherein the 
ratio of the radial thickness of said low friction lining with 
respect to the radial thickness of said sealing lip is less than 
20%. 

10. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1, wherein the 
inner circumferential face of said low friction lining is provided 
with helical pumping elements for hydrodynamically returning a 
fluid, having leaked from a sealed side to an atmospheric side, 
back to the sealed side. 
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11. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1, further 
comprising a second sealing lip made of a resilient elastomeric 
material . 

14. (amended) A method according to claim 12, wherein said 
sealing lip is made of polyamide. 

15. (amended) A method according to claim 12, wherein said 
sealing lip is made of a polymer material selected from the group 
consisting of polyvinyl idene fluoride, polyvinyl chloride, 
polychlorotrif luoroethylene, and polyvinyl alcohol. 

16. (amended) A method according to claim 12, wherein said low 
friction lining is made of polytetraf luoroethylene . 



3 



REMARKS 



The foregoing Preliminary Amendment is requested in order to 
delete the multiple dependent claims and avoid paying the 
multiple dependent claims fee. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made 
to the specification and claims by the current amendment. The 
attached page is captioned " VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES 
MADE. " 

Early action on the merits is respectfully requested. 



400 Seventh Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004-2201 
(202) 638-6666 

Atty. Docket: P67421US0 
Date: December 18, 2001 
JCH : j rc 



Respectfully submitted, 



JACOBSON HOLMAN PLLC 




VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



IN THE CLAIMS 

4. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1 one of claims 
■3r-3-, wherein said dealing lip is made of polyamide. 

5. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1 one of claims 
-3r-3-, wherein said sealing lip is made of a polymer material 
selected from the group consisting of polyvinyl idene fluoride, 
polyvinyl chloride, poly-chlorotrif luoroethylene , and polyvinyl 
alcohol . 

6. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1 one of claims 
•3r— 5, wherein said low friction lining is made of polytetra- 

f luoroethylene . 

7. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1 one of claims 
4— &, wherein said polymer material forming the sealing lip has a 
high modulus of elasticity. 

8. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1 one of claims 
4— 9-, wherein said low friction lining covers only a part of said 
sealing lip which is brought into contact with a shaft to be 
sealed. 

9. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1 one of claims 
4-fr, wherein the ratio of the radial thickness of said low 
friction lining with respect to the radial thickness of said 
sealing lip is less than 20%. 
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10. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1 one of claims 
£—9-, wherein the inner circumferential face of said low friction 
lining is provided with helical pumping elements for 
hydrodynamically returning a fluid, having leaked from a sealed 
side to an atmospheric side, back to the sealed side. 

11. (amended) A lip-type seal according to claim 1 one of claims 
1-10 / further comprising a second sealing lip made of a resilient 
elastomeric material . 

14 . (amended) A method according to claim 12 or 1 13 -, wherein said 
sealing lip is made of polyamide. 

15. (amended) A method according to claim 12 or -1 - 3 - , wherein said 
sealing lip is made of a polymer material selected from the group 
consisting of polyvinyl idene fluoride, polyvinyl chloride, 
polychlorotrif luoroethylene, and polyvinyl alcohol. 

16. (amended) A method according to claim 12 one of claims 12 - 
±5, wherein said low friction lining is made of 

polytetraf luoroethylene . 
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DESCRIPTION 
Lip-Type High Pressure Seal 

Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a lip-type high pressure 
seal for establishing a fluid seal between relatively rotatable 
shaft and housing and, more particularly, is concerned with a 
lip-type seal which is suitable for sealing a highly permeable 
gas such as supercritical carbon dioxide gas. The present 
invention also relates to a method for establishing a fluid seal 
between a shaft and a housing against an extremely high fluid 
pressure. 



Background Art 

When a compressor is used to compress a refrigerant, such as 
"Freon", charged in a refrigerating circuit of an air 
conditioning system, it has been customary to use a lip-type high 
pressure seal in order to seal a shaft of the compressor. 

The conventional lip-type high pressure seal is comprised of 
a first sealing lip made of a low friction material such as 
"Teflon" (polytetrafluoroethyelene.PTFE) and a second sealing 
lip made of a resilient elastomeric material such as nitrile 
rubber or fluorine rubber, as described, for example, in JP-U-2- 
146269, JP-U-2-110760, JP-U-3-102658 and JP-A-11-125337 . 

The second sealing lip made of the resilient elastomeric 
material primarily serves to provide a static seal when the shaft 
is not rotating. 

PTFE which forms the first sealing lip is relatively self- 
sustaining or stiff as compared with the elastomeric material 
forming the second sealing lip and has an excellent wear 
resistivity and heat resistivity, so that the first sealing lip 
is able to well withstand a high pressure refrigerant. 

Furthermore, the first sealing lip made of PTFE is provided, 
on the inner circumferential face thereof in contact with the 
compressor shaft, with helical pumping elements adapted to 
hydrodynamicallypump a fluid such as a lubricant, that has 



leaked from the sealed side to the atmospheric side, back to the 
sealed side, so that the first sealing lip functions to provide a 
dynamic seal when the shaft is rotating. 

In order to avoid destruction of the ozone layer by "Freon" 
and to thereby preserve the global environment, proposed today in 
the art is the use of hydrocarbons, ammonia and carbon dioxide 
which may be used as a refrigerant in place of "Freon". Among 
these, carbon dioxide is considered preferable from the view 
point of environmental contamination and safety as it is 
harmless . 

However, the problem which must be overcome in realizing a 
refrigerating system wherein carbon dioxide gas is used as a 
refrigerant is that the shaft seals of the compressor are 
subjected to an extremely high pressure which has never been 
experienced before in the field of fluid seals. More 
specifically, referring to the Mollier diagram shown in Figure 1, 
in contrast to the conventional refrigerating circuit wherein 
"Freon 134a" is used as the refrigerant so that the refrigerant 
pressure remains in the range of about 0.4-1.4 MPa, it is 
anticipated that, in a refrigerating system wherein carbon 
dioxide is used, the pressure of carbon dioxide gas entering the 
compressor will be as extremely high as about 4-12 MPa. 

In addition to the fact that the shaft seals of the 
compressor are subjected to carbon dioxide at extremely high gas 
pressure of about 4-12 MPa as aforementioned, the carbon dioxide 
gas inherently has a good affinity to a polymer material and is, 
therefore, highly permeable to the polymer material. As a result, 
carbon dioxide gas charged in a refrigerating circuit would be 
prematurely lost if the conventional lip seals made of PTFE and 
rubber are used. In this regard, according to the testing and 
experiments carried out by the present inventors, it has been 
found that the conventional material such as PTFE and rubber 
which has been used to form the conventional lip seals exhibits a 
high permeability against carbon dioxide gas so that the amount 
of carbon dioxide gas leakage which would occur under a high gas 
pressure of more than about 4 MPa would be prohibitive in 
realizing a commercially feasible refrigerating circuit. 



The second problem which the shaft seals of the compressor 
must overcome in realizing the refrigerating system wherein 
carbon dioxide gas is used as a refrigerant is that, in the 
course of the refrigerating cycle of the refrigerating machine, 
carbon dioxide gas is caused to pass a supercritical state. As 
shown in the phase diagram of Figure 2 , carbon dioxide gas 
becomes a supercritical gas at a temperature higher than the 
critical temperature of 31.06 °C and at a pressure higher than 
the critical pressure of 7.38 MPa. As supercritical carbon 
dioxide gas exhibits a density which is closer to that of a 
liguid than a gas, it is soluble in a large amount into the PTFE 
material forming the lip-type seal. Carbon dioxide gas having 
been dissolved into the material will evaporate when the pressure 
of the refrigerating circuit is lowered, thereby causing foaming 
of the PTFE material. As a result, PTFE forming the lip-type 
seals will be degraded and destroyed by repeated dissolution and 
foaming of the supercritical carbon dioxide gas so that the 
mechanical strength of the lip-type seals will be prematurely 
lost. 

Another problem of the refrigerating circuit using carbon 
dioxide gas is that, due to the high pressure of carbon dioxide 
gas which pressure is as high as about 4-12 MPa, the lip-type 
seals will be locally subjected to a tensile effort which would 
surpass the limit of elasticity of PTFE. As PTFE has a relatively 
low modulus of elasticity, the sealing lip made of PTFE will 
undergo local plastic deformation and, hence, permanent 
deformation to thereby result in a loss or degradation of the 
static sealing capability if a tensile stress surpassing the 
elasticity limit of PTFE is exerted. 

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to 
provide a high pressure shaft seal which is suitable for sealing 
a gas under an extremely high pressure and which can be used in a 
refrigerating system wherein carbon dioxide gas is used as a 
refrigerant. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a high 
pressure shaft seal which is suitable for sealing a highly 
permeable gas such as supercritical carbon dioxide gas. 
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A still further object of the invention is to provide a 
method for establishing fluid seal between a compressor shaft and 
a housing against an extremely high fluid pressure which may be 
encountered in a refrigerating system wherein carbon dioxide gas 
5 is used as a refrigerant. 

A further object of the invention is to provide a shaft seal 
which is able to exhibit a good sealing capability under a high 
fluid pressure which may reach as high as about 12 MPa. 

10 Disclosure of the Invention 

According to the invention, the lip-type high pressure seal 
comprises an annular metallic casing, an annular sealing lip 
secured to the casing, and a low friction lining bonded to the 
sealing lip. The feature of the lip-type high pressure seal is 

15 that the sealing lip is made of a highly gas-barrier, non- 
elastomeric, polymer material such as polyamide (nylon), 
polyvinylidene fluoride, polyvinyl chloride, poly- 
chlorotrif luoroethylene, and polyvinyl alcohol. 

Preferably, the highly gas barrier polymer material forming 

20 the sealing lip has a gas permeability coefficient of less than 
1.0 x 10~ 13 (cm 3 -cm/cm 2 -sec-Pa) , more preferably less than 1.0 x 
10- 14 ( cm 3 -cm/cm 2 -sec- Pa ) , for carbon dioxide gas under a 
pressure of 4 MPa. 

As the sealing lip is thus made of a highly gas-barrier 

25 polymer material, the sealing lip, on the one hand, effectively 
prevents permeation of high pressure carbon dioxide gas whereby 
leakage of carbon dioxide gas is limited and minimized for a 
prolonged period of time. 

The highly gas-barrier polymer material forming the sealing 

3 0 lip, in addition, has a relatively high rigidity as compared with 
a resilient elastomer such as rubber. Accordingly, the sealing 
lip is able to well withstand a high pressure of about 4-12 MPa 
prevailing in a refrigerating circuit wherein carbon dioxide gas 
is used as a refrigerant. 

35 However, when such a high pressure is exerted, the sealing 

lip made of a non-elastomeric polymer material such as polyamide 
will nevertheless be able to resiliently undergo elastic 



deformation so that the sealing lip under the action of a high 
pressure gas will behave as if it has a sufficient resiliency. 
Accordingly, the sealing lip, on the other hand, will be able to 
resiliently follow any shaft run-out, thereby exhibiting 
5 sufficient dynamic and static sealing functions. 

Preferably, the polymer material forming the sealing lip has 
a high modulus of elasticity. The sealing lip made from the 
polymer material having a high modulus of elasticity will 
withstand repeated dissolution and foaming of the supercritical 
10 carbon dioxide gas for a long period of time, without being 

destroyed or damaged by foaming of carbon dioxide gas dissolved 
into the material. Furthermore, the sealing lip will not undergo 
plastic deformation even when subjected to a high local effort 

p resulting from the high pressure carbon dioxide gas, so that the 

D 15 static sealing capability is maintained. 

J The low friction lining serves to reduce the sliding 

fy friction of the sealing lip and to thereby prevent heat 

g generation. This protects the polymer material such as polyamide 

forming the essential portion of the sealing lip from being 
□ 2 0 subjected to a thermal load. 

p In a preferred embodiment, the low friction lining is made 

jz of polytetraf luoroethylene (PTFE) and covers only that part of 

the sealing lip which is brought into contact with the shaft to 

be sealed. 

25 with this arrangement, the low friction lining which is made 

of PTFE having a relatively low modulus of elasticity will be 
exempted from a high tensile force and any localized efforts will 
be supported mainly by the highly gas-barrier polymer material 
such as polyamide which advantageously has a high modulus of 

30 elasticity. As a result, the sealing lip will be free from 
plastic deformation. 

Preferably, the ratio of the radial thickness of the low 
friction lining with respect to the radial thickness of the 
sealing lip is less than 20%, preferably less than 10%, more 

35 preferably less than 5%. With this arrangement, the thickness of 
the gas-barrier layer necessary to minimize gas leakage can be 
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In another aspect, this invention provides a method for 
establishing fluid seal between a housing containing a high 
pressure gas and a shaft rotating relative to the housing. The 
method is characterized by comprising the steps of : 

providing a lip-type seal having an annular sealing lip made 
from a highly gas-barrier, non-elastomeric , polymer material; 

lining the inner circumferential face of the sealing lip 
with a low friction lining; 

installing the lip-type seal between the shaft and the 
housing in such a manner that only the low friction lining is 
brought into contact with the shaft; and, 

applying a gas pressure higher than about 3 MPa to the fluid 
side of the seal as the shaft and housing are rotated relative to 
each other to thereby cause the low friction lining to 
resiliently follow any shaft run-out under the action of high 
pressure gas, while substantially preventing permeation of gas by 
the highly gas-barrier nature of the sealing lip. 

These features and advantages of the invention, as well as 
other features and advantages thereof, will become apparent from 
the following description made with reference to the preferred 
embodiments thereof. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 is a Mollier diagram of refrigerating circuits 
wherein "Freon 134a" and carbon dioxide gas are used, 
respectively, as a refrigerant; 

FIG. 2 is a phase diagram illustrating the phase transition 
of carbon dioxide gas in response to variation in pressure and 
temperature ; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the lip-type seal 
according to the first embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 4 is a graph showing the gas permeability coefficient 
of various polymer materials with respect to carbon dioxide gas 
under varying pressure; 

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the lip-type seal 
according to the second embodiment of the invention; and, 

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the lip-type seal 
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according to the third embodiment of the invention. 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

Referring to FIG. 3 wherein the first embodiment of the 
5 invention is shown, the lip-type shaft seal 10 is arranged to 
establish fluid seal between a housing 12 and a shaft 14 of a 
compressor of a refrigerating machine, the compressor housing 12 
being charged with a high pressure carbon dioxide gas serving as 
a refrigerant of the refrigerating circuit . According to the 

10 ordinary terminology in the field of fluid seals, the inner side 
of the housing 12 with respect to the shaft seal 10 will be 
referred-to hereinafter as "sealed side", "fluid side" or 
"pressure side" 16, with the opposite side being referred to as 
"atmospheric side" 18. 

15 The shaft seal 10 includes a metallic annular outer casing 

20 press-fitted in a mounting bore of the housing 12, a metallic 
inner ring 22, a highly gas-barrier annular sealing lip 24 made 
of "nylon" (polyamide), a low friction lining 26 covering the 
pressure side of the sealing lip 24 and made of 

20 polytetraf luoroethylene (PTFE) , a backup ring 28, and a retaining 
ring 30. 

In lieu of nylon, the sealing lip 24 may be made from other 

highly gas-barrier polymer material such as polyvinylidene 

fluoride, polyvinyl chloride, poly-chlorotrif luoroethylene, and 
25 polyvinyl alcohol. However, nylon is most preferable because of 

its excellent heat resistivity. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the low friction lining 26 

covers the entire atmospheric-side surface of the sealing lip 24. 

The low friction lining 2 6 of PTFE is bonded to the sealing lip 
30 24 by way of co-extrusion process , bonding process, or heat 

sealing process to thereby form a unitary composite lip 32. 

The shaft seal 10 is assembled by positioning the inner ring 

2 2 within the outer casing 20, placing the composite lip 32 

sandwiched between the inner ring 22 and the backup ring 28, 
35 positioning the retaining ring 30 at the atmospheric side of the 

backup ring 28, and crimping inwardly the edge 34 of the outer 

casing 20. 
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In its relaxed free state, the composite lip 32 has an inner 
diameter smaller than the outer diameter of the shaft 14 to 
ensure that a predetermined amount of interference is developed 
as it is fitted over the shaft 14. 
5 In the illustrated embodiment, the inner circumferential 

face of the low friction lining 26 is provided with a plurality 
of helical pumping elements 36 of the conventional design in 
order to hydrodynamically return a fluid, which has leaked from 
the sealed side of the shaft seal to the atmospheric side, back 

10 to the sealed side. In this embodiment, the pumping elements 36 
are comprised of helical grooves formed on the inner 
circumferential face of the low friction lining 2 6 by knife 
cutting . In order to avoid degradation of the static sealing 
function, the pumping elements 36 are terminated before the inner 

15 circumferential edge of the low friction lining 26. 

In use, in the non-operative condition of the compressor, 
the pressure of carbon dioxide gas being present within the 
housing 12 of the compressor will be at an extremely high level 
which may reach about 12 MPa as will be understood from the graph 

20 of FIG. 1. However, "nylon" that forms the sealing lip 24 will 
effectively prevent permeation of carbon dioxide gas under high 
pressure as it has a high gas barrier capability. 

In FIG. 4, there are shown the gas permeability coefficient 
of nylon and various other polymer materials as measured for 

25 carbon dioxide gas under varying pressure. In the graph, #1, #2, 
#3, #4, #5 and #6 plots show, respectively, the gas permeability 
coefficient of polyamide ("nylon 6"), polyvinylidene fluoride, 
PTFE, fluorine rubber, butyl rubber, and chlorinated 
polyethylene. As will be understood from the graph, PTFE has a 

30 gas permeability coefficient greater than 1.0 x 10 -12 

(cm 3 -cm/cm 2 -sec-Pa) . Also, those elastomers, such as fluorine 
rubber, butyl rubber, and chlorinated polyethylene, which have 
been conventionally used in ordinary seals have a high gas 
permeability coefficient. 

35 In contrast, "nylon 6" has a low gas permeability 

coefficient of less than 1.0 x 10~ 14 ( cm 3 • cm/cm 2 • sec • Pa ) for 
carbon dioxide gas under a pressure of 4 MPa and thus presents a 



high gas barrier property. Also, polyvinyl idene fluoride has a 
gas permeability coefficient of less than 1.0 x 10" 13 
(cm 3 -cm/cm 2 'sec-Pa) for carbon dioxide gas under a pressure of 4 
MPa and thus presents a good gas barrier property. 

Since nylon has a relatively high rigidity, the sealing lip 
24 is able to well withstand the high pressure of carbon dioxide 
gas. Nevertheless, the sealing lip 24 is still able to 
resiliently flex under the action of the high pressure carbon 
dioxide gas thereby allowing the low friction lining 2 6 to be 
brought into tight and snug contact with the shaft 16. In this 
manner, the static sealing function of the shaft seal 10 is 
fulfilled owing to the high gas barrier capability as well as the 
resiliency of the sealing lip 24. 

In the operative condition of the compressor, the power loss 
and heat generation resulting from sliding friction will be 
limited to the minimum because only the low friction lining 2 6 of 
PTFE is in sliding contact with the shaft 14. Furthermore, as 
PTFE has an excellent wear resistivity, wear of the low friction 
lining 26 is limited. 

Likewise, in the low pressure condition on the order of 4 
MPa of the compressor, the highly gas-barrier sealing lip 24 will 
also effectively prevent permeation of carbon dioxide gas. 
Moreover, the pressure of carbon dioxide gas will cause the 
sealing lip 24 of nylon to resiliently undergo elastic 
deformation, so that the low friction lining 26 will be caused to 
resiliently follow any run-out of the shaft 14. 

Furthermore, in response to the rotation of the shaft 14, 
the helical pumping elements 36 provided on the inner 
circumferential face of the low friction lining 2 6 will act to 
hydrodynamically return the fluid such as lubricant, which has 
leaked from the sealed side to the atmospheric side, back to the 
sealed side. In this way, the dynamic sealing function of the 
shaft seal 10 is fulfilled owing to the gas barrier function of 
the sealing lip 24, the ability of the sealing lip to follow the 
shaft run-out, and the pumping action of the pumping elements 36. 

FIG. 5 illustrates the lip-type shaft seal according to the 
second embodiment of the invention. In FIG. 5, parts and members 



similar to those of the first embodiment shown in FIG . 3 will be 
indicated by like reference numerals. To describe only the 
difference, in this embodiment the composite lip 32A of the shaft 
seal 10A has a nylon sealing lip 24A having an increased 
thickness and the low friction lining 2 6A of PTFE is arranged to 
cover only that part of the sealing lip 24A which is brought into 
contact with the shaft 14. As described hereinbefore, the low 
friction lining 26A may be bonded to the sealing lip 24A by way 
of co-extrusion process, bonding process, or heat sealing 
process . 

The low friction lining 2 6A is made thin as compared with 
the sealing lip 24A in such a manner that the ratio of the radial 
thickness of the low friction lining 26A with respect to the 
radial thickness of the sealing lip 24A is less than 20%. 

Accordingly, in this embodiment, the gas barrier capability 
of the sealing lip is enhanced because, by providing the low 
friction lining 2 6A only on the contact region with the shaft, 
the wall thickness of the remaining region of the nylon sealing 
lip 2 4A is increased and since, even in the contact region with 
the shaft, the wall thickness of the nylon layer is secured by 
limiting the thickness of the low friction lining 26A. 

Furthermore, as the sealing lip 24A subjected to the high 
pressure of gas is made from nylon that has a high modulus of 
elasticity, it will not undergo permanent deformation even in the 
event that any localized tensile force is exerted by the gas 
pressure, so that the sealing lip will continue to exhibit an 
excellent static seal function for a long period of time. 

FIG. 6 illustrates the shaft seal according to the third 
embodiment of the invention. The feature of this embodiment is 
that, in addition to the composite sealing lip comprised of nylon 
and PTFE, a second sealing lip made of a resilient elastomer is 
provided . 

Referring to FIG. 6, the shaft seal 40 includes an annular 
metallic casing 42, a first sealing lip 48 comprised of a 
composite of nylon layer 44 and PTFE layer 46, a first backup 
ring 50 to backup the first sealing lip 48, a second sealing lip 
52 made of a resilient elastomer such as rubber, and a backup 
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ring 54 to backup the second sealing lip 52. 

Helical pumping elements 56 and 58 are provided, 
respectively, on the inner circumferential faces of the PTFE 
layer 46 and on the second sealing lip 52. 

The second sealing lip 52 is bonded to the metallic casing 
42 by an insert molding process. Similar to the foregoing 
embodiments, the component parts of the shaft seal 40 are 
assembled together by inwardly crimping the edge of the metallic 
casing 42 . 

In this embodiment, also, the PTFE layer 46 of the gas- 
barrier sealing lip 48 is provided only on the contact region 
with the shaft 14. While the thickness of the PTFE layer 46 of 
the gas-barrier sealing lip 48 is shown exaggerated in order to 
clarify the drawing, the radial thickness of the PTFE layer is 
preferably less than 20% of the total thickness of the composite 
sealing lip 48. 

In this embodiment, the PTFE layer 46 of the sealing lip 48 
is terminated before the junction 64 between the cylindrical 
portion 6 0 and the radial portion 6 2 of the nylon layer 44 to 
ensure that the junction 64 is formed by nylon. Accordingly, when 
the gas pressure is applied to the sealing lip 48, the PTFE layer 
46 will be subjected only to a radially inwardly directed 
compressive force so that the PTFE layer 46 will be exempted from 
any tensile force. While the junction 64 between the cylindrical 
portion 6 0 and the radial portion 62 of the nylon layer 44 is 
subjected to a localized tensile force, the sealing lip 48 will 
not undergo plastic deformation because such force is withstood 
by nylon which has a high modulus of elasticity. 

This embodiment has the advantage that the static sealing 
function is enhanced since, in addition to the gas-barrier 
sealing lip 48, the second sealing lip 52 of elastomer is 
provided . 

Example 1 

A sheet (0.6 mm in thickness) of PTFE ("Teflon 7-J" made by 
Mitsui-DuPont Fluorochemical ) , blended with 20% by weight of 
carbon powder (CMW-350 made by Chuetsu Graphite) to enhance the 
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wear resistivity, and a sheet (0.5 ram in thickness) of nylon 
("Diamilon C-Z" made by Mitshibishi Jushi) were subjected to hot 
rolling to form a laminated sheet having a total thickness of 1 
mm which was then punched into donut-shaped blanks which were 
5 heat-formed to obtain #1 sealing lips. 

The #1 sealing lips thus prepared, having a lip inner 
diameter of 10 mm, were mounted to a rotary shaft-type sliding 
tester and subjected to CO2 leakage measurement under the 
condition of a circumferential speed of 1 m/sec at CO2 pressure 
10 of 50 atm (5.07 MPa), the measured CO2 leakage being 2.3 cm 3 per 
2 4 hours. 

Sealing lips were made in a similar manner by using, in 
place of the nylon sheet, a sheet of polyvinylidene fluoride 
("Neofreon VDF" made by Daikin Kogyo), a sheet of poly- 

15 chlorotrifluoroethylene ("Neofreon CTFE" made by Daikin Kogyo), a 
sheet of polyvinyl alcohol (PVA-105 made by Kuraray) , and a sheet 
of polyvinyl chloride (ZEST800Z made by Shin Dai-ichi Enbi), 
respectively, and were tested by the same sliding tester. The 
measured CO2 leakage per 24 hours was 6.9 cm 3 , 3.1 cm 3 , 2.8 cm 3 , 

2 0 and 2.5 cm 3 , respectively. 

For the purpose of comparison, sealing lips made solely of 
PTFE were prepared without using a nylon sheet. Upon testing in 
the similar manner, the measured CO2 leakage per 24 hours were 
27.2 cm 3 . 

25 

Example 2 

Donut-shaped blanks having an outer diameter of 35 mm and an 
inner diameter of 10 mm and made by punching a sheet (1.5 mm 
thick) of nylon ("Diamilon C-Z" made by Mitshibishi Jushi) and 

30 donut-shaped blanks having an outer diameter of 15 mm and an 
inner diameter of 10 mm and made by punching a sheet (0.1 mm 
thick) of PTFE ("Teflon 7-J" made by Mitsui-DuPont 
Fluorochemical) , blended with 20% by weight of carbon powder 
(CMW-350 made by Chuetsu Graphite), were superposed in a 

35 concentric fashion and were heat pressed to form #1 sealing lips. 
The ratio of the thickness of the PTFE sheet with respect to the 
thickness of the nylon sheet was 6.25%. 
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The #1 sealing lips thus prepared were mounted to the 
sliding tester and subjected to carbon dioxide gas leakage 
measurement under the condition of carbon dioxide gas pressure of 
1 atm (0.101 MPa) and 60 atm (6.08 MPa), respectively, while the 
5 tester shaft was rotated (circumferential speed of 1 m/sec) and 
held stationary, respectively. After the sliding test, the #1 
sealing lips were dismounted from the tester and were visually 
inspected for the presence and absence of any permanent 
deformation . 

10 #2 sealing lips were made in a similar manner by changing 

the thickness of the nylon sheet to 1.0 mm and the thickness of 
the carbon added PTFE sheet to 0.1 mm so that the thickness ratio 
was 9.1 % . 

In a similar manner, #3 sealing lips were made by changing 
15 the thickness of the nylon sheet to 1.0 mm and the thickness of 
the carbon added PTFE sheet to 0 . 2 mm so that the thickness ratio 
was 16.7 %. 

For the purpose of comparison, in the #1 sealing lips, the 
thickness of the nylon sheet was changed to 0.5 mm and the 

2 0 thickness of the carbon added PTFE sheet was changed to 0.6 mm to 

obtain #4 sealing lips wherein the thickness ratio was 54.5 %. 

Also, for the purpose of comparison, in the #2 sealing lips, 
a sheet of polyvinyl alcohol (PVA-105 made by Kuraray) , a sheet 
of polyvinyl chloride (ZEST800Z made by Shin Dai-ichi Enbi), and 
25 a sheet of poly-chlorotrif luoroethylene ( "Neof reon CTFE" made by 
Daikin Kogyo), respectively, were used in place of the nylon 
sheet to obtain #5-#7 sealing lips. 

The #2-#7 sealing lips thus prepared were mounted to the 
sliding tester and subjected to carbon dioxide gas leakage 

3 0 measurement under the condition of carbon dioxide gas pressure of 

1 atm and 60 atm, respectively, while the tester shaft was 
rotated (circumferential speed of l m/sec) and held stationary, 
respectively. Similarly, the respective sealing lips were 
dismounted from the tester after the sliding test and were 
35 visually inspected for the presence and absence of any permanent 
deformation. 
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The results of the above-mentioned measurement and 
inspection are given in the following table. 

Table 



#1 


#2 #3 #4 


M M #7 


Amount of C0 2 leakage (l atm) 






rotational (cm 3 /24hrs) 0.2 


0.3 0.3 0.5 


0.3 0.3 0.3 


stational (cm 3 /24hrs) 0.1 


0.1 <0.1 0.5 


0.6 0.6 0 .7 


Amount of CO2 leakage (60 atm) 






rotational (cm 3 /24hrs) 2.3 


2 .9 3.2 4.5 


3.1 3.4 3.5 


stational (cm 3 /24hrs) 0.4 


0.5 0.3 5.0 


6.6 6.5 5.7 


Presence and absence of permanent 


deformation 




by visual inspection none 


none very large very very large 



small large large 



By comparing the amount of leakage occurred in the #l-#4 
sealing lips as shown in the table, it will be understood that, 
when the thickness ratio of the PTFE sheet with respect to the 
nylon sheet exceeds 20%, the gas barrier thickness of the sealing 
lip becomes insufficient thereby causing the amount of leakage of 
carbon dioxide gas to increase and a permanent deformation is 
resulted. 

Furthermore, as will be understood upon comparing the 
results of the #5-#7 sealing lips with that of the #2 sealing 
lips, the #2 sealing lips comprising a nylon sheet are subject to 
less permanent deformation and exhibit a higher sealing 
capability as compared with those sealing lips comprising 
polyvinyl alcohol, polyvinyl chloride, or poly- 
chlorotrifluoroethylene. This is because nylon is superior in 
heat resistivity than polyvinyl alcohol, polyvinyl chloride, and 
poly-chlorotrifluoroethyleneand is, therefore, not liable to 
thermal deformation caused by heat generated by sliding friction. 

While the present invention has been described herein with 
reference to the specific embodiments thereof, it is contemplated 
that the present invention is not limited thereby and various 
changes and modification may be made therein. In particular, the 
present invention is applicable to seals for a gas other than 
carbon dioxide gas. 



CLAIMS 



1 . A lip-type high pressure seal comprising an annular 
metallic casing, an annular sealing lip secured to said casing, 

5 and a low friction lining bonded to said sealing lip, 

characterized in that said sealing lip is made of a highly gas 
barrier, non-elastomeric , polymer material. 

2. A lip-type seal according to claim 1, wherein said 

10 polymer material forming the sealing lip has a gas permeability 
coefficient of less than 1.0 x 10 -13 (cm 3 • cm/cm 2 • sec • Pa ) for 
carbon dioxide gas under a pressure of 4 MPa. 

| 3. A lip-type seal according to claim 2, wherein said 

J 15 polymer material has a gas permeability coefficient of less than 
i 1.0 x 10" 14 (cm 3 -cm/cm 2 -sec-Pa) for carbon dioxide gas under a 

I pressure of 4 MPa. 

i 
| 

4. A lip-type seal according to one of claims 1-3, wherein 
[ 2 0 said dealing lip is made of polyamide. 

j 5. A lip-type seal according to one of claims 1-3, wherein 

said sealing lip is made of a polymer material selected from the 
group consisting of polyvinyl idene fluoride, polyvinyl chloride, 
25 poly-chlorotrifluoroethylene,and polyvinyl alcohol. 

6. A lip-type seal according to one of claims 1-5, wherein 
said low friction lining is made of polytetraf luoroethylene . 

30 7 . A lip-type seal according to one of claims 1-6, wherein 

said polymer material forming the sealing lip has a high modulus 
of elasticity. 

8. A lip-type seal according to one of claims 1-7, wherein 
35 said low friction lining covers only a part of said sealing lip 
which is brought into contact with a shaft to be sealed. 



9. A lip-type seal according to one of claims 1-8, wherein 
the ratio of the radial thickness of said low friction lining 
with respect to the radial thickness of said sealing lip is less 
than 20%. 

10. A lip-type seal according to one of claims 1-9, wherein 
the inner circumferential face of said low friction lining is 
provided with helical pumping elements for hydrodynamically 
returning a fluid, having leaked from a sealed side to an 
atmospheric side, back to the sealed side. 

11. A lip-type seal according to one of claims 1-10, 
further comprising a second sealing lip made of a resilient 
elastomeric material. 

12. A method for establishing fluid seal between a housing 
containing a high pressure gas and a shaft rotating relative to 
said housing, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a lip-type seal having an annular sealing lip made 
from a highly gas barrier, non-elastomeric, polymer material; 

lining the inner circumferential face of said sealing lip 
with a low friction lining; 

installing said lip-type seal between said shaft and said 
housing in such a manner that only said low friction lining is 
brought into contact with said shaft; and, 

applying a gas pressure higher than about 3 MPa to the fluid 
side of said seal as said shaft and said housing are rotated 
relative to each other to thereby cause said low friction lining 
to resiliently follow any shaft run-out under the action of high 
pressure gas, while substantially preventing permeation of gas by 
the highly gas barrier nature of said sealing lip. 

13. A method according to claim 12, wherein said sealing 
lip causes the low friction lining into tight contact with the 
outer periphery of the shaft under the action of high pressure 
gas to thereby establish a static seal. 



14. A method according to claim 12 or 13, wherein said 
sealing lip is made of polyamide. 

15. A method according to claim 12 or 13, wherein said 
sealing lip is made of a polymer material selected from the group 
consisting of polyvinylidene fluoride, polyvinyl chloride, poly- 
chlorotrifluoroethylene, and polyvinyl alcohol. 

16. A method according to one of claims 12-15, wherein said 
low friction lining is made of polytetraf luoroethylene . 



FIG. 1 



10 /01829? 



100 



y 

' COMPRESSION 




200 400 600 

ENTHALPY (KJ/kg) 

FIG. 2 




SUPERCRITICAL FLUID 

Pc 7.38MPa 

CRITICAL POINT 



Tc 31 .06°C 



800 



TEMPERATURE - 



1/3 



10/018297 



FIG. 3 



20 




FIG. 4 



1.0E-10 f 




2 3 4 5 
C0 2 PRESSURE (MPa) 

2/3 




3/3 



DECLARATION 
AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 
U.S.A. 



FOR ATTORNEYS' USE ONLY 
ATTORNEYS' DOCKET NO. 



ALL PATENTS, INCLUDING DESIGN 
FOR APPLICATION BASED ON PCT; PARIS CONVENTION; 
NON PRIORITY; OR PROVISIONAL APPLICATIONS 

As a below named inventor, I declare that my residence, post office address and citizenship are stated below next to my name, the information given herein is true, that I believe that I am the original, 
— I first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed at 201 below), or an original, first and joint inventor (if plural inventors are named below at 201 -203, or on additional sheets attached hereto) of the subject 
matter which is claimed and for which patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

S LIP-TYPE HIGH PRESSURE SEAL 



which is described and claimed in 
l~l the attached specification 




yi PCT International Application No. 
PI the specification in application Serial 
(if applicable) and amended on 



PCT/jPO'0/03859 



nts of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as aire 
Ige the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1 .56 

lim foreign pnonty benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §1 19 (a)-(d) of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any 
jlicatlon for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before that of the application on which prionty is claimed: 
Appllcation(s) 

71871 Japan 18/6/99 



£$Tl-21 9445 


(Country) 

Japan 


(Day/Month/Year Filed) 

03/8/99 


(Number) 


(Country) 


(Day/Month/Year Filed) 


(Number) 


(Country) 


(DayVMonth/Year Filed) 


1 hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, Un 
Application No. 


ted States Code,§1 19(e) of any United States provisional ap 
Filing Date 


plication(s) listed below: 
Application No. 



Priority Claimed 

Q □ 

Yes No 

m □ 

Yes No 
□ 



□ 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, §120 of any United States applications) listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not 
disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, §1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1 .56 which became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of this 
application: 



(Status: patented, pending, abandoned) 



POysfER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, l hereby appoint the following attorneys (Registration No. ) to prosecute this application, receive and act on instructions from my 
agent, and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. HARVEY B. JACOBSON, JR. (20,851); JOHN CLARKE HOLMAN (22,769); MARVIN 
R. SJERN (20,640); ALLEN S. MELSER (27,215); MICHAEL R. SLOBASKY (26,421 ); JONATHAN L. SCHERER (29,851 ); IRWIN M. AISENBERG (1 9,007); WILLIAM E. PLAYER 
(31lf$9); YOON S. HAM (45,307) and NATHANIEL A. HUMPHRIES (22,772) 



SEND CORRESPONDENCE TO: CUSTOMS 



JACOBSON HOLMAN 

PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
400 SEVENTH STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004 



DIRECT TELEPHONE CALLS TO: 

(please use Attorney's Docket No.) (202) 638-6666 

JACOBSON HOLMAN 

PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 



*lnve_ntor(s) name must include at least one unabbreviated first or middle name. 





FULL NAME * 
"OF INVENTOR 


FAMILY NAME „„„ 
KQBAYASHT- 


GIVEN NAME 

- Qsamu 


vllDDLE NAME 


RESIDENCE & 
| CITIZENSHIP 


CITY 

Tsukuba-shi 


STATE OR FOREIGN COUNTRY u 

Ibaraki , Japan ( 1 irr-— ■ 


COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP 

Janan 


POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


POST OFFICE ADDRESS 

Wadai 25, Tsukuba-shi 


CITY- ' 

Ibaraki 


STATE OR COUNTRY 

Japan 


ZIP CODE - 

300-4247 




FULL NAME * 
OF INVENTOR 


FAMILY NAME T0K UMITSU 


GIVEN NAME j^^&A 


MIDDLE NAME 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


CITY 

Tsukuba-shi 


STATE OR FOREIGN COUNTRY / 

Ibaraki, Jaoan, — ^ 


COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP 

Janan 


POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


POST OFFICE ADDRESS 

Wadai 25, Tsukuba-shi 


CITY 

Ibaraki 


STATE OR COUNTRY 

Japan 


ZIP CODE 

300-4247 


O 


FULL NAME * 
OF INVENTOR 


FAMILY NAME 




RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


CITY 


STATE OR FOREIGN COUNTRY COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP 


POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


POST OFFICE ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE OR COUNTRY 


ZIP CODE 



I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment or both, under section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the 
United States Code; and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 201* 


SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 202*, 


SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 203* ; 






DATE 



^Additional inventors are named on separately numbered sheets attached hereto. 
© JH2001 (COPYING WITHOUT DELETIONS PERMITTED) 



